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Newsletter No: 3              Wednesday, 2
nd

 May, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

 
Welcome to Week Three. Last Wednesday, 25th April was Anzac Day. This is a special day to 
remember the courageous actions undertaken by the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 
during the First World War. We remember all who lost their lives through wars, conflicts and 
peacekeeping operations. A sincere thank you to the parents, students and staff of MacKillop 
Catholic Primary School who represented our school at the Anzac Day March.  
 
It is always a special experience to march in this parade and I thank everybody from our school who 
came along to support our returned service men and women, joining to remember all of those who 
did not return to our shores, and praying for those members of our Defence Forces who are currently 
serving. The level of commitment and reverence shown by the children was a real credit to those 
who attended. 
 
Thank you to Sky Neal and Blake Defend who laid the memorial wreath at the Cenotaph on our 
behalf. Thank you also to the parents for making the commitment to bring your children along to the 
march and to the staff for your commitment in supporting our school.   
 
 

 
 

 
FIRST FRIDAY MASS AND CLASS MASSES 

 
This Friday we will be celebrating our First Friday Mass at St Joseph’s Church at 9.30am led by Year 
6PG. Students are reminded to please wear their formal school uniform. All parents are welcome to 
attend. 
 
Yesterday, we held our first Class Mass for Term 2 led by Year 4C and 2N. We thank Fr Stephen for 
celebrating this Mass with us. Class Masses will be held each fortnight in the library with Fr Stephen 
presiding. All parents are welcome to attend our class Masses. Please check the calendar on the 
front page of the newsletter for the details of these Masses in case there is any changes to the dates 
and times printed in the Term Two Calendar. 



 
 

WELCOME 

 
Last Friday we welcomed a new student and her family to 
MacKillop. On behalf of the school community, I welcome Amileah 
Wharrier (5K). It is wonderful to have you at MacKillop. 
 
 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
 
There will be a special Mother’s Day Stall operating at MacKillop on 
Friday 11

th
 May. The P&F will be conducting their annual stall for 

any ‘treasures or surprises’ that children might like to purchase for 
their Mum for Mother’s Day. Each class from Prep to Year 6 will be 
rostered to visit the stall to see if they can find that ‘special 
something’ for their Mum. There will be a range of gifts available 
starting at $1.00 to $5.00. Thank you to Stephanie Neal for her hard 
work organising the stall. Those who volunteered to assist with the 
Mother’s Day stall on the ‘Just One Thing’ form will receive a letter 
home to check that you are still able to assist on the day. Thank 
you! 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
  
With the cooler weather approaching, parents are reminded of the 
school’s expectations regarding uniform in the cooler months. Both 
boys and girls are required to wear a MacKillop school jumper which 
can be purchased from Uniform Solutions (either V-neck, crew neck 
or windcheater) OR a NAVY ONLY jumper. If tracksuit pants are 
worn they should be NAVY ONLY.  Girls can wear navy tights 
under their dresses rather than track suit pants. 
  
Please ensure your child’s school jumper still fits and is in good 
condition, as non-uniform jumpers are not allowed to be worn. 
Please ensure jumpers are clearly named as they can easily be 
returned to the students. Thank you for ensuring your child attends 
school in the correct school uniform. 

  
UNWELL STUDENTS 

 

Term 2 usually has a higher number of children with flu like 
symptoms. If children are unwell through the night or before school, 
please keep them at home until they recover. We fully appreciate 
that parents don’t wish their children to miss school, but many 
illnesses are easily passed on between children and spread quickly. 
Please keep the wellbeing of other children in mind when deciding 
whether or not to send ill children to school. 
 

 
PREP VISION SCREENING 

 
Good vision is important for a child’s educational, physical and 
social development. Vision screening is therefore vital in early 
childhood, particularly for conditions such as ‘lazy eye’, which if not 
detected early can lead to blindness.  
 
A Registered Nurse will be visiting the school on Tuesday 22

nd
 May 

2018 to commence vision screening for all Prep year children. If you 
wish to have your child participate in this vision screening program, 
please complete and sign the consent form sent home with your 
child and return this to your child’s class teacher by Wednesday 16

th
 

May 2018.  You will be advised in writing of the outcome of your 
child’s screening.  
 
Please note that if your child has had a vision assessment in the 
past 12 months it is not necessary for him/her to participate in this 
screening program. If this is the case, please complete the consent 
form and indicate that you do not wish for your child to participate, 
and ensure that you follow the schedule of reviews recommended 
by your eye health professional.  
 
Primary School Nurse Health Readiness Program  
Child and Youth Community Health Services  
Children’s Health Queensland Hospital and Health Service

NAPLAN 
 

Students in Year 3 and 5 will sit the National Assessment Program – 
Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests on 15

th
 – 17

th
 May. 

NAPLAN tests fundamental skills rather than specific content, and 
as such is not a test for which students can study or drill.  It is 
important to remember that the NAPLAN tests and report is only 
ONE aspect of the school's assessment and reporting process, and 
does not replace the more extensive and informed judgements 
made about your child by their teachers.  The best way you can help 
your child prepare for NAPLAN is to let them know that NAPLAN is 
just one part of their school program, and to urge them to simply do 
the best they can on the day. 
 
To best prepare your child for these tests, ensure they have a good 
sleep the night before and a wholesome breakfast in the morning. 
To alleviate any extra anxiety, ensure they arrive on time to school. 
This will allow plenty of time for students to prepare their materials.  
 
Tuesday 15

th
 May – Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and 

punctuation) and Writing 
 
Wednesday 16

th
  May -  Reading (comprehension) 

 
Thursday 17

th
  May - Numeracy (number measurement, chance 

and data space and algebra, function and pattern) 
 
If your child is absent on the day of testing, every effort will be made 
to complete the tests during that same week. However, if at all 
possible please try to avoid your student being absent during the 
week of NAPLAN testing. 
 
Special Adjustment Forms  - These forms will be sent out to those 

students identified as meeting the criteria for adjustments to the 
testing procedures. These students will have a medical diagnosis, 
with reports on-file in our system. If you do receive one of these 
forms and you consent to the adjustment, please ensure they are 
returned to the office by Friday, 11th May. 
 
Parent Requested Withdrawal for Testing  - Students may be 

withdrawn from the testing program at a parent/guardian’s request. 
Withdrawals are intended to address issues such as religious beliefs 
and philosophical objections to testing. If you wish to withdraw your 
child from the program a Notice of Parent Withdrawal form will need 
to be completed and returned to the office by Friday 11

th
 May.  

 

 
PRAYERS  

 
Please remember in your prayers anyone who is 
sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration. 
 
 Please pray for Jacob and Saige Sharpe’s grandpa Iwan 
Wibisono who passed away on Friday morning. Eternal rest grant 
unto him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest 
in peace. Amen. 
 

PREP ENROLMENTS 2019 
 
Enrolments for Prep are currently being taken for the 2019 school 
year. If you have a child due to commence Prep next year born 
between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014 please complete an 
enrolment form available from the school office or download from 
the school’s website. When returning the enrolment form, please 
remember we need to sight the original birth certificate or a  
certified copy and also need a copy of their baptismal certificate & 

immunisation records. It is essential that we have our current 
families accounted for so that we know the number of places 
available for new families.   

 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122


  

 
 

The Month Of May - Mary 

Within the cycle of a year, the Church unfolds the whole of the 
mystery of Christ, from his incarnation and birth until his ascension, 
the day of Pentecost, and the expectation of blessed hope and of 
the Lord’s return…. 
 
In celebrating this annual cycle of Christ’s mysteries, the Church 
honours with special love Mary, the Mother of God, who is joined 

by an inseparable bond to the saving work of her Son.  
In her the Church holds up and admires the most excellent effect of 
redemption and joyfully contemplates, as in a flawless image, that 
which the Church itself desires and hopes wholly to be. 
(Ordo 2018, Liturgy Brisbane) ©Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, 
2017 

 

Mary, Mother of Jesus, 
Woman of Faith 

 

Mary walked by faith, not by sight.  
 

“Behold, your mother.” 

These words of Jesus, from the cross, 
to his beloved disciple (John 19:27) are 
a message from Jesus to each 
member of his Church:  

Behold your mother,  
the one who brings God’s life to you. 

 
 
When we see a mother helping her child to eat, when we observe 
the loving care she takes to help her child hold a spoon or take a 
napkin, when we witness the amazement of discovery in young 
eyes, or observe a child under a Mother’s watchful eye as he or 
she interacts with others - we see the beautiful and intimate bond 
between mother and child.  It is this unconditional love and 
intimate bond with His own mother that Jesus has given to us, so 
that we too may experience Mary, as a loving, protective mother of 
His whole church. 

Mary is all of this and much more. 
 
Mary freely agreed to carry out God’s will, thus launching her life on 
an adventure - the outcome of which she did not know.   Scripture 
tells us that Mary asked questions. She pondered things in her 
heart. And she went on faithfully believing even when grief stabbed 
her to the heart.  

She had a relationship with God that was profound. 

Mary holds a special place among Catholics. After all, it was her 
“yes” that brought Jesus into this world.    

Our Church honours Mary during the month of May. 
(Adapted from www.americancatholic.org) 

By praying to Mary, we are seeking her help to lead us to her son…. 
Hail Mary, full of grace!  The Lord is with you. 

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, 
And at the hour of our death.  Amen. 

 

……She walks by faith, not by sight….. 
 
 
 

 MACKILLOP LED FIRST FRIDAY MASS 4
th

 May 9:30am 
St. Joseph’s Church 

Children from 6PG will lead us in worship Friday May 4
th

 at our 
combined school Mass.  All Welcome! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL  DATES! 
 

Family Workshop - Sunday 29
th 

April 10am OR Wednesday 2
nd

 

May 7pm – St Joseph’s Church. 

Family Preparation Day - 2pm Sunday 27
th

 May Sacramental 

Interviews – 4
th

, 5
th

, 6
th

 June. 

Confirmation Practice – Friday 15
th

 June 3:30pm 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16
th

/17
th

 June 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 July 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s on again! The Premier’s Reading Challenge! 

This year, all students at MacKillop will have the opportunity to 

participate in the Premier’s Reading Challenge.  Your child/ren will 

each bring home an information letter and individual reader record 

form on Monday 14
th

 May.  The reading record sheet must be 

completed and returned to school no later than FRIDAY 24
th

 

AUGUST.  Should you have any questions regarding the challenge, 

please do not hesitate to see your child’s class teacher. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prep J Indee Atkinson 

 For always approaching and completing Prep 
activities with a smile and great enthusiasm.  It is 
so lovely to see you enjoying Prep and learning so 
much. 

 Amelia Phillips 
 For your determination in conquering the skills on 

the monkey bars.  You have been working hard on 
getting all the way across.  Love the determination 
expressed in your face. 

1P Oden Barrow 
 It is wonderful to see you working so hard on 

improving your handwriting. You have been 
concentrating on writing your letters neatly in the 
red and blue lines, while trying to increase the 
speed with which you work. Keep up the super 
effort Oden!  

 Ben Greatz 
 Wow Ben! Your reading has really taken off! You 

have been reading some pretty tricky books and it 
is great to see you beginning to realise what a 
fabulous reader you are! Awesome effort Ben! 

2D Brae De Waard 
 Thank you for writing a detailed recount about 

what you did on the weekend.  I enjoyed reading 
your interesting sentences.  It was great to see 
you editing your work looking for full stops and 
capital letters. 

 Ava Woods 
 This week in reading groups you have aimed to 

score 5/5 for your reading stamina.  Your group is 
enjoying hearing your expression while you are 
reading.  Keep exploring different tones Ava, you 
are doing great! 

2N Sienna Garnham 
 You are to be congratulated for your consistently 

neat book work Sienna, which is always to a high 
standard. I am impressed by your ability to 
concentrate and focus on the given tasks 
Sienna.  Congratulations! 

 Cynara Laflamme 
 Congratulations on being the Student of the Week 

Cynara. You have completed tasks more quickly 
and your reading is improving. Keep up the good 
work.  Well done Cynara. 

3CR Jayden Cridland 
 You have been working well during our ‘shape 

unit’, Jayden!  This week I was particularly 
impressed with how many different angles you 
could find in everyday objects.  Keep up the great 
effort! 

 Poppy Greatz 
 Your talents as a budding writer continue to shine!  

This week we saw a very cleverly crafted verse 
about 3CR crew member “Poppy McSloppy”.  
Your ‘wit’ always brings a smile to my face.  
Excellent effort! 

4C Joe Dlask 
 For an excellent effort with memoir writing this 

week Joe.  You wrote in detail about what you 
were thinking and how you were feeling during 
your soccer game.  I am very impressed! 

 Amelia Hokins 
 Thank you for sharing a personal memory of yours 

during our memoir writing this week.  You have 
also showed a very good understanding of our 
class novel during our discussions and writing 
sessions.  Fantastic work Amelia!   

4M Belle Frost 
 It’s been lovely getting to know you over the past 

couple of weeks Belle.  You have blended in so 
well and have become an important part of our 

class.  We thank you for the kindness and 
generosity you have shown us and we’re very glad 
you’re here! 

 Danielle Davey 
 Danielle, keep up the wonderful enthusiasm you 

bring to our classroom each day.  During your Oral 
Presentation, you spoke confidently when you 
explained the steps of a healthy menu, and it was 
good to see you changing pace by slowing down 
your speech, to ensure everyone had a better 
understanding of the procedure.  Fantastic work! 

5K Bella Bovey 
 For working well to complete set tasks.  You 

become animated and enthusiastic when working 
in groups or during class discussions. 

 Marli Steel 
 For a great attempt at writing a persuasive piece 

about drawing.  You included a hook, paragraphs 
and used emotive language.  Well done! 

6PG Sky Neal 
 For the ‘have-a-go’ attitude we are seeing more 

and more in class!  You are asking and answering 
questions and taking risks, which in turn assists 
you in building your confidence in your learning.  
Awesome effort, Sky! 

 Andre Rosales 
 For the awesome effort you put into completing 

your homework each week!  You ensure all tasks 
are completed thoroughly and to a very high 
standard.  Written work is always beautifully 
presented – making it a pleasure to mark!  
Fantastic work, Andre! 

6R Tayla Myles 
 You are such a hard working student – your 

organisational skills consistently shine!  You 
always try your very best with all aspects of your 
learning.  I especially loved the way you were 
ready to contribute answers to solve our division 
sums with remainders as a fraction. 

 Matilda Richards 
 I really appreciated your thoughtful contributions to 

our class discussions about the early Christian 
Church, during our Godly Play on The Twelve 
Apostles.  You have commenced working on your 
inquiry task with interest.  I also love the way you 
were using little memory tricks to help you to 
remember how to spell words and word meanings 
during our Word Work. 

Principal’s 
Award 

 
Elliana Harriott 

 In recognition of the way you marched so 
respectfully and enthusiastically at the ANZAC 
Day March.  Well done! 

 
 
              Apr 30 Slater Smith 
 
 May 4 Benjamin Greatz 
  4 William Murphy 
  5 Lily Ringelstein 
  6 Saskia Allan 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

  

 
 

HOOPS PROGRAM 
 
The hoops program, a basketball development opportunity for all 
students of all abilities, will be running at our school this term. It will 
run Monday afternoons from 3.00pm - 4.00pm in our Hall from the 
28

th
 May - 25

th
 June. The cost is $70. A registration form was sent 

home this week if you are interested.  
 
Please note parents are required to remain on the school 
grounds to supervise your child/children that are participating 
in this program as it is not a school organised event and 
therefore no teacher supervision will be provided. 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 4/5 Kim Hill 
  Paula La Gerche 
  Ashleigh Lindner 
  
 
   Wed  9/5 Val Turner 
  Ala Edwards 
 

TUCKSHOP HELPERS - PLEASE WEAR CLOSED IN 
SHOES 

 
If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 

contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 
 

 
 
 

MAY SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
 

 TACOS  - This includes lettuce, cheese, tomato and sour 

cream. $4.00 each 

 

 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 
the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 the bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

 
 

CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 
 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop off at the office. If 
you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 
 
 

FAMILY PHOTO FUNDRAISER 
 

Our family photo fundraiser has been booked for Sunday 13
th

 
May.  Photos are $20 and include a free keying. There is no 
generation rule, and it is open to everyone not just our families. 
We have limited places and need bookings to be complete by 
Friday 4

th
 May so we can open up any vacancies to the public. 

 
Please contact Justine Harriott on 0431525904 to book your 
spot or book online at www.trybooking.com/364478 What a 
great way to commemorate Mother’s Day. 
 

MACKILLOP SUPPORTER SHIRTS 
 

We will be placing another order for supporter shirts. If you would 
like to order a shirt please fill out the attached from in today's 
newsletter and return with your money to the office. 
 
These are available in men’s and women’s sizes and are $35 each. 
Orders close on 27th April 2018. 
 
 

DATE CLAIMERS 

Mother’s Day Stall – Friday 11
th
 May 

Family Photo Fundraiser – Sunday 13
th
 May 

Fete Meeting/P&F Meeting – Monday 14
th

 May 
Disco – Friday 18

th
 May 

Pizza Meal Day – Monday 28
th
 May 

 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

http://www.trybooking.com/364478
mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


OFFICIAL OPENING AND BLESSING - ADMINISTRATION 
REFURBISHMENT AND CEO NORTHERN OFFICES 

 
MacKillop Catholic Primary School 

15th June at 9.30am 
 

(Please mark this important event in your diary. Invitations 
will be sent out shortly)  
 

 
 

YEAR 6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We currently have the following Year 6 School 

Photos on the noticeboard in our office for parents 

to order. Order forms are available in the office and 

all orders are to be place directly with 

AdvancedLife. 

*  Year 6 Muck Up 

* SRC 2018 

* House Captains 2018 

* School Leaders 2018 

 

 

 

YEAR 4 MOTHERS 

We are having a class dinner at Maria’s Donkey 

Saturday 19
th

 May @ 6pm…..all welcome! 

Please RSVP: Shayne 0408 984 031 or Nicole 0478 057 649 

 

 

 

 
Come and join us for the combined  

Year 1 / Prep social! 
 
Where: Queens Park playground (near Chain St)  

 
When: 3:30pm, 11

th
 May 

 
Bring some afternoon tea and catch up with friends! Siblings 
and families welcome. 
 
RSVP: Kerry Davis 0439 914 011 or Kym Abell 0438 556 893 
 
 

 

 

 

 



MACKILLOP SUPPORTER SHIRTS 
 

We are hoping to place another order for Volunteer Shirts this year for parents to purchase. These can be worn when 
you volunteer or attend school events and functions. These shirts are the same design as our MacKillop sporting 
teams. The cost of the shirts are $35. If you wish to purchase a MacKillop supporters shirt please complete the slip 
below and return to the office with money enclosed. 

 
 

 
 

Name:   __________________________ 
 

I would like to purchase a MacKillop supporter’s shirt and have enclosed $35. 
 
 
Size:  (Please Circle) 

 
Men’s    S   M L XL XXL XXL  XXXL  XXXXL XXXXXL 
Youth    4 6 8 10 12 14 16 
Ladies   8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 
 

 
 

Signed:  ______________________ 
  

 

 

 
 

 



 

A big thank you to the students and staff that represented our school 

at last week’s ANZAC March. It was wonderful to see so many people marching. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANZAC  MARCH  2018 



 


